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Robert Rauscnercery, statements in an video-taped interview with

Barbaralee Diamonstein Inside New York’s art World: Robert Rauschenbera

and leo Castelli, ed., Brian Connell and recorded in cooperation with

The New School For Social Research. New York, 1977,

Barbaralee Diamonstein: How do you achieve the immediacy in your work?

Robert Rauschenberg: By not making up your mind before you’re going to do
it, It has to be immediate if you don’t know what you’re doing. And you
take that chance and its very embarrassing. Sometimes you succeed.
Sometimes you don’t. You don’t have security.

B.0.: Do you plan your pieces?

R.R.: No I have discipline. I work everyday and I never know what I'm
doing...If you know something you have a responsibitity.... I don’t
think any honest artist sets out to make art. You love art. You live
art. You are art. You do art. But you’re Jjust doing something.

You're doing what no cne can stop you from doing. And so, it doesn’t
have to be art and that is your 1ife, But you also can't make life and
so there’s something in between there because you flirt with the idea
that it is art., The definition of art would have to be about how much
use you can make of it. Because if you try to separate the two, art can
be very self-conscious, a blinding fact. But life doesn’t really need

it so 1ts also another blinding fact.
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