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Unique ID Storage Location Year Creator

A145 RRFA-01: Box WN6 undated Robert Rauschenberg

Description

Robert Rauschenberg’s handwritten draft of a statement about Rauschenberg Overseas Culture Interchange (ROCI) in
China

Physical Details

graphite and ink on paper, 4 sheets, 13 x 8 1/2”

Rights
Copyright is held by the Robert Rauschenberg Foundation.

Original Source
Robert Rauschenberg papers. Robert Rauschenberg Foundation Archives, New York
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W ETLeT AT SENVICE ConTET
MIDULETOKRN, VA, 22645

“monMailgram 2

4=03352595011002 01/11/64 ICS IPMMTZZ CSP TPAB
1 8134720500 MGM TOMT CAPTIVA ISLAND FL Ol=11 0411P EST

RUBERT HAUSCHENAEHRG

(PO BOX 54 CAPTIVA ISLAND FL 33924)
PO BOX S&

CAPTIVA ISLAND FL 33924

THIS 18 A CONFIRMATION COPY OF THE FOLLOWING MESSAGES

8134720500 TOMT CAPTIVA ISLAND FL 117 01=11 04131P EST

PMS ZHAD ZIYANG, PREMIER OF THE STATE COUNCIL OF THE PEOPLE'S

REPUBLIC OF CHl RPT DLY MGM, DLR BETWEEN 630 AND 7PM, DLR

BALLROOM VISTA INTERNATIONAL HOTEL

1400 M ST NORTHWEST

WASHINGTON OC

PLEASE ACCEPT A WELCOME FROM ME TO CELEBRATE YOUR VISIT YO AMERICA

AND TO THANK YOU AND YOUR WONDERFUL COUNTRY FOR ALLOWING ME TO WORK

ON ART WITH YOUR ARTISTS ASSOCIATION IN CHINA, I WISH TO RETURN TO

YOUR HOSPITABLE PEOPLE TO SMARE FUTURE AESTHETIC IDEAS, IF YOU AND

YOUR PARTY WOULD CHOOSE TO SEEK SECLUSION AND PRIVACY ON THE BAY AND

GULF OF MEXICO IN FLORIDA, USA, YOU WOULD BE MY MOUST HONORED GUEST,
PRIVATE ACCOMUDATIONS ARE MOST NATURAL) THE LANDSCAPE IS8 TROPICAL
GLEe I AM ROBERT RAUSCHENBERG, ARTIST, CAPTIVA ISLAND FLORIDA, BOX

S4, TELEPHONE 6134720500, LOOKING FORWARD YO A MUTUAL LONG LASTING

FRIENDSHIP A5 ONE CITIZEN TO ANOTHER,

ALL MY GOOD WISHES AND RESPECT,

e @ © © © o @

ROBERT RAUSCHENBERG

(PO BOX S4 CAPTIVA ISLAND FL 33924)
PO Box S :
CAPTIVA ISLAND FL 33924

16311 EST
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7O REPLY BY MAILGRAM MESSAGE. SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS

Unique ID Storage Location Year Creator
A773 RRFA-01: Box WN6 January 11,1984 Robert Rauschenberg
Description

Copy of a telegram sent from Robert Rauschenberg to Zhao Ziyang, Premier of the State Council of the People’s Republic
of China, thanking Zhao for allowing him to work with the Arthists Association in China as part of the Rauschenberg

Physical Details
printed paper, 11 x 8 1/2”

Rights
Copyright is held by the Robert Rauschenberg Foundation.

Original Source
Robert Rauschenberg papers. Robert Rauschenberg Foundation Archives, New York
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\lu.u, kol -deliver bj 7Fl-‘.-‘h'l‘l.(f’ex,

PLEASE ACCEPT A WELCOME
FRoM Mme TO

CELE RRATE YoukR viSIT TO
AMERN\CA AND TD THANK
You AND YouR WONDER FU L
COUNTRM EOR. ALLOWING ME
TO WORE G0 ART WITH YDU R
ARTISTS ASSOCIATIBN IN CHINF,
| W\SH T0 RETURN T UOUR.
HosPITABLE PEOPLE TD
SHARE FUTURE ASSTHETIC
\DEAS . IF ADU AND YDUR
PERTMY WOMLD CHOESE TO
SEEK. SECLUSION AND PRIUALY
ON THE BAY AND GULF OF
MEYICD [N FLDRIDA, USh, YDY

\NDW L A OST HONSRE
wLD RE 'E‘hi\&\écc O D

GWEST S, TH ONVDPDATIONS
ARE MOST NATURAL, THE LAND-
ScAPE |18 TROPICAL YUWNEGLE,

[ AM RORERT RAUSCNENEER,
ARTIST, CAPTIUA \SLAND FLORIDA
Box 58 \TELEPHOME 813 472 0500,

Looi ING FORWARD To A

MUTU AL IONGLASTING

FRIENDSHIP AS DNE CITIZEN

T0 ANCTHER, ALL MY

GolDd WISKHES AND ReSPECT
Rorm e RBWG LA ZREL ¢

o,

Unique ID Storage Location Year Creator
A774 RRFA-01: Box WN6 January 1984 Robert Rauschenberg
Description

Robert Rauschenberg’s handwritten draft of a telegram to Zhao Ziyang, Premier of the State Council of the People’s
Republic of China, thanking Zhao for allowing him to work with the Arthists Association in China as part of the

Physical Details

graphite on paper, 13 1/4 x 8 1/2”

Rights

Copyright is held by the Robert Rauschenberg Foundation.

Original Source

Robert Rauschenberg papers. Robert Rauschenberg Foundation Archives, New York
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’F&\s\ 15 A PROGRESS REFPDRT °
TODATE OF THE EARLACHENEE RS,
OVERSEAS CWTURE INTER CANEE
(ROC | —~ PRONDUNCED ROCK M LIE
MY _PET TURTLE, P0SS 1B LY CELETRNTIM-
MR
.‘ANA\‘\)EE_SEKW oF DUR QUWARRTER D = A

CENTWRMU UNIDN,)THE PURPosE OoF
THIS REPORT s MYLTIPLE. FIRST TO
1N FORM ouRr. ADVISORS AND TFRIEME,
SECOND To STIMU LATE MORE CoVCREE
IR AT . TRIRY To WITNVESS WITH- EEd,
“ACTUALITY OF THE WHOLE PRoY&T

CAHINA, JUNE |\ —IUWM 1§ 198L
AFTER A SULSESSFUL COLNBORATION
WITH THE WORLDS OLDEST PAPER M(LL
(SEE INSERT ) WE MET WERENING
WL YTun - aND Gu-4uAN OF THE
AKTIST ASEOCIATION «
NEXT WE_MET WITH DERITY mivsTER
Z A 0U \E! CHl N CHAREE OF
CULTURAL INTERCHAIGE , HE SETS UP,
MEETING WITHS EX R BITION ¢ 0 mPAn
(wncw \§ CONTROLED BY HIM), SPAtE

Unique ID Storage Location Year Creator
A777 RRFA-01: Box WN6 undated Robert Rauschenberg
Description

Robert Rauschenberg’s handwritten draft of a Rauschenberg Overseas Culture Interchange (ROCI) progress report

Physical Details
graphite on paper, 9 sheets, 11 x 8 1/2”

Rights
Copyright is held by the Robert Rauschenberg Foundation.

Original Source
Robert Rauschenberg papers. Robert Rauschenberg Foundation Archives, New York
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16 sUCESTED, HE MNAQUIRED ASTO
WHEN | wouLD LIKETD SHOW MY
oK . | SAID | THOUWEGHT MAY 2
11862 WwWouLD BREA s T IME.,
HE sAID THAT WOUWLD RE A go2]
TIME EECRAULE THE CRINESE HAUE
A BP0 LA\DAY ARDUND TIHEN,
TWE” EARIBITIoN COMBPANY “SHDIWS US
AN EXTREMILM FINE SPACE, THEY
ADMITTED THEYUUDMNER |\ AsTI TUTIonALLY
SPoNSEREDEXHBITS , BUT SAWw N O RERSaNV
THEY coutrD noT Do "'I"H*i? PRIVATL
SFONSORED | MAN SHDUW, -kPREUIDEI__j o 9
1S JELF FUNDED ), WE WERE To\LDTO
TINALIZE THE PRoOJEctT THRoWsHTHE
CHINESE EMRASSYIV D.C, OR WITH-
THE BEPUTM MIMSTER. THE
ARTICT ASSOCIATION HAS WHEOMED
OUWR RBETUEBN.THEIR APROVAL WA-S
CLDSLY LINKED WITH THE MASSIVE
PoPULAR ITY OF THE ExsBITION.
v THE FIRST WEEK oF SEPT.TERR
VAN BRWNT AND RR PLAMN TD MEE] (N
D.C. WITH Don SAFF\WHD RETURLS
PR\ y AT\ Tp CHINVA \NOCT) AAD
CHUN-WE| auwk OFFICAL LAISONV, To
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BECIV THE PAPE . woR e FpR THE
EXRIBIT | PAOTDGRARPHED CAHHINA
EXTENS (A | vAN EcUNT VIDEDTED
AND WE HRVE B8N THE EDITING
| AR, WwoeV N~ O A 10D FT.
SINGLE SHEET COLDR PHATO CollAses
ON “CHINFE W LTH= INDLVTDUFASTUD I},
TH1S PRDIECT. 1S REING EXICUTED
BY THE UNIVERSTTU OF sDUTH
FLORIDA GERPHICE STUDLO.THI(S
WD AND-BEE ASELLCTIDNOF THE
C4rl NA PAPEEMILL WODRIKkS WILL
EE IN e EXHIBMON WITHEBE R
OTHER WORES (N THE CHINESE
NATIONAL GhLLERY \N B )divg
IN D.C WE W\LLEEpPASE THAT
THEY HOST A 6REND PREMEIR
DF THE CHINA PAPEFR WORKS
SND POSSIBLY AT THAT TIME
ANNDUWNCE THEARDL!, INCHINA.
ON DY = =09

JEPAN Jul4Y |4 —AULY 198

ER, AND TUP, Bee b THE cERAM\C
PRONECT (2 0F +HE PIECES ARE APRLX |6 AT =




Robert Rauschenberg Foundation Archives

W 381 Lafayette Street
New York, New York 10003

DOCUMENTATION IMAGES: A777 IMAGE 4

Pelv f2E £ UARATEED NOT T CHAN E
O REAICAILY FPOR ZTHOUSAND YEART )

L o

WTH THE QT’”V&-f*MM\ B CoMmPAVMY
BELONG ING- TO THE GTISUKA §LouP
B 2.5 BILLI6N DoClAR/YEAR PRIVATL
OWNED CORPDRATIDN, Wi0SE etk RIMANL
MAS ARITO OTSUKA SHARED THE
EXCITMENT BOTH WITH THIE
CERMMICS PROAECLT AD BROLI

C P ) R M AN OTSUE A "'F'_FI"_,.-* . AN
| M H:#fhjf MEETIV - with DENTSY

4'._'{"""'*-- E'Ift‘ff""r p-:'"l' p‘__‘, I:L.:-'T' SINCr ﬁ\t*":f\-":.-'""'n,

|W qt—nu#w W TH WORLDPWIDE OFF
WWE MET PRESEN\CD U*_. ROL\.
PL AN ,a- WD THEY AGREETL

L L L € L.-“— FUONDS 't‘.f-‘ff_l'k'h‘.i'f"
WorR.LDY |,_,L_. ﬁxut«'ﬁ-rvtuff’]t }_,-If_, .
TAE _SPECIAL IDERS, WE #CE"
T MCET LAEMN !“.*nw Ay LN SE
VIR« k= AV KETURN JAPAN TO =
COMW _.wf—“ THE CERAMIC PRoECT,
T TART TIME IT IS EXPECTCD
O rREY pOILL FHUE A
Y =, 4 i Ifm...rg
LE1BU MUYSEUM = UbsH AK) TONS,
NO. 1 Po€T+CRITIC AND g,u.r:“%?‘::uEm‘D

iy,
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HAS PROPOSED AND INGISTS THRT RDCI BE THE
o EXHIBITION oF THE NEW

cONTEM BRarY Work. AL \ HE SFATES JusTAS

DUCHRMP WAS FokTHE oPen I oFE THEIR SELELT

MASEUM AT £aRurrawad, SEIRWHAS (A ANV

CAGCE REQUESTED ANOPENING N 108 Y.

MYPLAO ROCY ARTISTICL b -DRDIMITER
16 Fuhwo KRAREARUE PrCEtPr"I'H.'S:
Fo& AETIST wWHosE kaEE.E"M'Th*E.SlﬁMutu
\& B COMMLISLION FoR2 A Fos FoultAiL
AT E IMPERIAL PALALE \WTOKYOD
OWT S\ DE THE EMPERDRS BELRwM
JEPAN BOCI 1S NECOCIFTING

Wi T THE JBPAN - LS FRIENDSH)P
LSS0 IATION For FuMlING UPTS

100 THOUSAND WHiIcH WiILLRE USED
TP RVt TRICHA BeowN PANCT
COMPAU Tp JIFTPIXN DUrihe RIL.
EXHIRIT To PER¥+ORM B, + R
COLLA RDRATIONS AND REINTEPL FIECH,
THE <SUPPORT For THE SRANT _
\NECUDED A PERSONAL STATEME EN
FRoM SEVATOR VsUITS | l‘[SF::u.rM
PR PHOTDE RAPHED E XTENGINLMI 1IN
J&PAN CUEN THO 1T wiINVED
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=AU FTE rﬁ'@"{j
CSUERIDKY = AChIN TUR, VIDEOED
EXSPANSEVLYE(NOT EDITED &T)

LS ANGELES (Auta —AWLLD mﬁe.j

|Do BEINE TuNING O PRoTSTYPE
cr [N A PRPERMILL WDRK AT GEMIM.
WE MEET A .DENBU T GEMINITO
INFORM AND STIMULATE THEM, THE
PROLNECT 1S 20 NEWTHEY eNEW
NOTH IV ABOUT (TAND WERE
CEAMTIOUS AND PLERSED To tHAVE
THE $ANME PERLSANVAL PR ELENATIOM
PGS THE IR SUPERIDRSIN IAPAN),
Dous CHRASMAS AND PoNTUS RULIEN
ARE ALERTEDL T0 FINDSPACE IN
LOS AANEFLES FoRk. YY) —AUG (28Y,
(O\AMPIC TiMEg) THE ALTENATIV
MUSEUM OF cofTEMPORARY ART
SPACE (N LOS ANSELES VS SINLE
BEEN LOCKTED &ND SECURED
WITH FunDs FRDM MBUK.
PONTAS H-hs AGCREED Tb ACCoMPA LY
NS TO RULE (A WITH BOUROR RUSSEIAN
TRANG CATOR OET . 2294 1982 1O MEET
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wWiTe OFRCIAL PERsOMS TOPRESENT.
AND NEGETATE PuiSIiit OO

NUL AUG B —AUGLY

Rocl MEETING WITH AUMULABLE ADUISoR
AT 2R AFAUETTE ST, e
PISCDVELED THAT mcrﬁ.m; HAD
DEVELOPED IN NWUL,
TEANY. SAUNDERS OF PHILLIP (MORRIS
AS PROMASED To AfREp "w'ffrht -
Tt PrtLIP MONTE BELLO AND
BILL LIBRERMAN OF THE ME.‘HE‘H-  TAN
MUSEULM OF AET f:\}:ﬁ I, LARDE Dav.
AT HAS REEN S UCeESTEN THAT SEED
MONEY CoulLh COME FepMTHE NATronAL
ENDOWMENTE Lok THE HUMANL r"‘—E_{_ﬁ
PIOnEEK ruwfﬂar S ‘WHCJE Vol e
1S MILES RuBIN (F’FF DIVALLY N AVAIAGL]
&S RAMDRED INTERES [, et
RR. AND BILL €bLDSTONTBECAUSE

OF QRUALITY &AND URGENM ¢4 ToSEE K.
PRAVME FUNDING FOR ROCI RookS
AND INVLANGUAGE CATALOES. ALL
Rocl PURBLICATIONS WILL BE DEDIKTE)
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To THE LIFE OF THE LATE TANUA

SRES M Pe N,

MARION OAVITS RAS IMNDE PEAAVTLY
CoNTRCTED T”H_; SAFES SUCSESSFuLLY.,
THEY REPOATED LY SHdOW A BRERAT
INTER EST GHINRA FRANLE ANVD
CTERMANWY . MARZ 0N HAS VOLWUNTEERED
TO ASSIST JORN HGHTOWER, TO
WOER K o THIS LOCALIZED RUDGET.

CAPTIV R \SLAND AUs 25 —

FUcsl ko NVAKAYA - JRPAN ROC\ - CALLED
FROM OKRPANON RETURNIN (- FRoOM

i PERSoMA-L ART |WSTALLATION IV
AUSTRA 'LiﬁjtT'H&T'&u TRAILIA (AW

FIVE SiM ULTAN | 2US EXRIBITS IN
SPRING OF ,{-_':.'51'.

MY owiN PERSONAL COMMITMENTS IM
THE ARTS OuT SIDE ROC! INCLUDE
THE COMPETION 0F THE cerAMIC

AND THE CHINA PHOTO CoLLA

PROECTS, A LATE OCT J:-um

A ﬂ_;f:L{LF’Tu e SHOW
WIDEELS &1 THE
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ACE GALLELY (v PRRIS, AKPROPOSSED
W ﬁFﬁ:erccn.. NEW L{Eﬁ@,&
EVE TRIPLE oPENMINLE IN NUC:
EABRAL-AMEMICAN-ZEPRER
SERIES OF OB AECTS AND WALLWOAKS
AMER) cAN PREMIER OF D ATOT sy
CERAMIES AT CASTELLIS(EBROADWK)
AND NUY SBHDWIN G OF 10D FosT tHivA
?*"DTD HNSEMELt ﬁTﬁT&STE'wj(G-Eh-Lﬁl ) e

.,

| f‘tMD VARIIAS UPCOMING PERSOMA-L
CHAARATELE PROJECTS AND OFCOURSE

N EW-UAbRKS,
FEs 83

SPEC AL GUESTIA T INTERNAT/ONVAL
PAPELWoRKS CoNFELENCE N OURAGIN
CHINAS PARTLCIPATIO A BY SENVDIA
REPREGENTIVET (N coleclion o
MY PRESENVTASON OF LOLLARSIAT k.
OF WORLDS, OLDEST PAPERMILL,

A NEWTO LLARSRAT | oMW TH TRISHA
BLEWN AND LAURIE ANDERSEA/,
S LK SCREENE W IND SURF Mg SA) LD
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Rudy Haglynd - Time

| THANK MR V(CE CHRIRMAN

THE
U0U SPoKE oF MUSTERJES OF TIBET.
SECRETS ARE KEPTMORE SECURELY
IN HIGH PLACES AND THIS IS THE
HIGHEST, THE LIFE OF A TRUE
KRTIST 1S A CONSTA T EXPORATION
OF MMSTERIES AND TH-E UKD Wk
EUERYTHING IS N OUR PRESENCE
WE DNWM HAVETD PRACTICE TD
SE€ TOSEC [T, IT 1S uP D ALL
oF WS To FIND NEW ENERGHY
IN THE FAMILIAR, | AM A
¥-IND oF AN ARCHEOLIGIST
OF THE PRESENT, | SEARLH
OUT SENSITIVE PLACES oF
Vew SxPERIENLES, SING-
MM SONG AND GATHER NEW
[N EORLMATION FOR ANOTHE R,
SONGC Wwr (CH WILL BE SUIVG IN THE
NEXT CAM P THISISINTHE HOPES THAT™
SooNMMeREDE US ALLOVER |
_ TRE WDRLD WILL KNOW THE
UNIBWE . \WO N DERS 0 FMoREOR US TAHIS
Wl Led CREATTRUST ALD MIgHT
BRING ABoWT A RAPDIANTSS
EVEN WITH U PR BLEMS

Unique ID Storage Location Year
A782 RRFA-01: Box WN6 1985

Creator

Robert Rauschenberg
Description

Robert Rauschenberg’s handwritten draft of his speech for the opening of the ROCI Tibet exhibition

Physical Details
graphite on paper, 2 sheets, 11 x 8 1/2”

Rights
Copyright is held by the Robert Rauschenberg Foundation.

Original Source
Robert Rauschenberg papers. Robert Rauschenberg Foundation Archives, New York
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HELE
Wt one J«_H 2E vﬁn‘ ARE
MARNY ALTERNATIIESTHE N
BIFEACULTIES M PM L-_a & AN INUITRTION
-0 M |“-.r'E;_.u,, IVEPIRED PEAUT
' EEL:E‘F '.:" ol nf aPEN
W u,;f; g C CAN '*,_“E+-_u.-~

THE

F:l"""#_ ".._I l;\:-l..'-..|.|
. LY F:ﬂ-n. 1*
SE Mm_c:h.-h RE AT

n H 1 | 3 . r
' @ e A Dtk B,

ik
= e |
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[
] THANK MOU | P RTANY VEW ERLEVDS,
li \
il YoU SPDEE OF THE MUSTERES
| OF T\BET. SECRETS ARE REAM MORE
| SECURELY |N HIGH PLRCES AND !
| PH\S 1S THE HIGHEST: THE LIFE DF |
| A TRUWE ARTIST \S A CONSTANT
| EXPLoRATION "OF MMSTER\ES AND
[THE UNKNDWN. EVERY THING |S |
| IN OUR PRESENCE WEONLY HAVE
. PRACTICE To SEE/INORDER TO SEE
LT \T 1S P To ALLOF R Te
. FIND NEW ENERGY \N THE
CFBRWMILIAR, | AM RIND OR AV
ARCHE OL\GIST OF THE PRESEN/.
| SEARCHY oOuT SENS ITIVE PLALES
OF NEW) EXPERIENCES S\NG MYy
SafNG AND. GATHER NewW |NFORMATIOU
FOR ANCTHERSONG WaCH W ILL
C BESAUNG \NTHE NEXT CAMP)
THIS 1S | HOPES THAT SooN
. MORE oF uS ALL BUER THE WORLD
Wikl 16w THE UNIQVUE WONDERS oF MOST
BF OS THIS WILL CREATE TRUST
. AND. M\EHT BRING ABBMUT A
| KAAPPINESS EVEN WITH 6UR
PROBLEMYS,

Unique ID Storage Location Year Creator
A788 RRFA-05: Box 1, Folder 17 1985 Robert Rauschenberg
Description

Photocopy of Robert Rauchenberg’s draft of his speech for the opening of the ROCI Tibet exhibition, version written for
Chun-Wuei Su Chien and included in Chien’s “Beijing and Lhasa Report”

Physical Details
photocopy on paper, 2 sheets, 11 x 8 1/2”

Rights
Copyright is held by the Robert Rauschenberg Foundation.

Original Source
Chun-Wuei Su Chien papers. Robert Rauschenberg Foundation Archives, New York
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RAUSCHENBERG: OVERSEAS CULTURE INTERCHANGE

381 LAFAYETTE STREET
NEW YORK CITY 10003
TeL, 212 - 228.5203

SepTemBeR 1, 1982

AN -WYEL F—

THIS 1S A PROGRESS REPORT TO DATE OF THE RAUSCHENBERG OVERSEAS
CuLTure InTeErcHANGE (R.0.C.1.--PRONOUNCED “ROCKY" LIKE MY PET
TURTLE, POSSIBLY CELEBRATING THE ANNIVERSARY OF OUR QUARTER OF
A CENTURY UNION), THE PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT 1S MULTIPLE:
FIRST, TO INFORM OUR ADVISORS AND FRIENDS; SECOND, TO STIMULATE
MORE CONCRETE INPUT; AND THIRD, TO WITNESS WITH EVENTS THE
ACTUALITY OF THE WHOLE PROJECT.

CHINA. June 11-Jury 14, 1982: AFTER A SUCCESSFUL COLLABORATION
WITH THE WORLD'S OLDEST PAPER MILL (SEE INSERT), WE MET IN
BEryING wiTH Linua anD Gu-Yuan oF THE ART1STS ASSUCIATION. NEXT
WE MET WITH DEputy MINISTER ZHOu WEI-CHI, IN CHARGE OF CULTURAL
INTERCHANGE . HE SETS UP MEETINGS WITH "ExHIBITiON Company”
(WHICH 1S CONTROLLED BY HIM). AN EXHIBITION SPACE IS SUGGESTED.
HE INQUIRED AS TO WHEN | WOULD LIKE TO SHOW MY WorRK. | saip |
THOUGHT May 2, 1983 wouLD BE A 600D TIME. HE SAID THAT WOULD BE
A GOOD TIME BECAUSE THE CHINESE HAVE A HOLIDAY AROUND THEN. THE
"ExHIBITION COMPANY” SHOWS US AN EXTREMELY FINE SPACE. THEY
ADMITTED THEY HONOR INSTITUTIONALLY SPONSORED EXHIBITS, BUT SAW
NO REASON THEY COULD NOT ‘DO THIS PRIVATELY SPONSORED® ONE-MAN
SHOW (PROVIDED 1T IS SELF-FUNDED). WE WERE TOLD TO FINALIZE THE

oses only. Do not duplicate or publish without permission

Unique ID Storage Location Year Creator

A818 RRFA-05: Box 5 September 1,1982  Robert Rauschenberg

Description '
Robert Rauschenberg’s progress report on Rauschenberg Overseas Culture Interchange (ROCI) sent to Chun-Wuei Su
Chien

Physical Details

printed paper with handwritten annotations, 7 sheets, 11 x 8 1/2”

Rights
Copyright is held by the Robert Rauschenberg Foundation.

Original Source
Chun-Wuei Su Chien papers. Robert Rauschenberg Foundation Archives, New York
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RAUSCHENBERG: OVERSEAS CULTURE INTERCHANGE

AR LAFAYETTE STRCET
HEW VMK CITY 10000
THL. 212 - IFBAION

PROJECT THROUGH THE CHIMESE EMBASSY 1IN WazHincTos, D.C, of
WITH THE DEPUTY MINISTER. THE ARTISTS ASSOCIATION HAS WELCOMED
OUR RETURM, ACCORDING TO THE DEPUTY , THEIR APPROVAL 15 CLOSELY
LIMKED WITH THE MASSIVE POPULARITY OF THE EXHIBITION,

I THE FIRST WEEK OF SePTEMBER Temmy Van Bauwt anp RR pLan

To HEET 1M WasHiwsTom, D.C. with Dom SaFF (WHO RETURNS PRIVATELY
ro Cuina tn Dctoer) anp Crun-Wuet Su CHIEW, oUR OFFICIAL
LIATSON, TO BEGIN THE PAPER WORK FOR THE EXHIEIT.

| PHOTOGRAPHED CHINA EXTENSIVELY. VAN BRUNT VIDEOED AND WE
HAVE BEGUM THE EDITING. | AM workinG oM A 100-FooT SINGLE
SHEET COLOR PHOTO COLLAGE OM CHINA WITH INDIVIDUAL STUDIES. |
THIS PROJECT 15 BEING EXECUTED BY THE UMIvErsITY oF Soutn '

FLomipa GrapHics Stupto. THIs WORK AND A SELECTION OF THE

CHIMA PAPER MILL WORKS WILL BE IM THE EXHIBITION wiTh RR's
OTHER WORKS IN THE CHINESE NaviowaL GaLiesy 1w Bergine, In
WasHINGTON, D.C. WE WILL PROPOSE THAT THEY MOST A GRAND PREMIER
OF THE (HINA PAPER WORKS AND POSSIBLY AT THAT TIME ANMOUNCE

THE oPENING oF THE R.O.C.1. 15 Coina on May 2.

JAPAN, Jury 14--Avcust 9, 1982: RR awp Van BRUNT BEGIN THE
CERAMIC PROJECT (TWO OF THE PIECES ARE APPROXIMATELY 16-FEET-BY-
9-FEET; ALL ARE GUARANTEED NOT TO CHANGE ORGANICALLY FOR THREE
THOUSAND YEARS) WITH UIEUERTLHHL A COMPANY BELONGING TO THE
Orsuka GROUP. A 2.5 BILLION-DOLLAR-A-YEAR PRIVATELY OMMED
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CORPORATION, WHOSE CHAIRMAN Masanito OTSUKA SHARED THE EXCITEMENT

BOTH WITH THE CERAMICS proJeEcT anp R.OLC.1.

CHATRMAN DTSUKA SET UP AN THPORTANT MEETING WITH [ENTSU, THE
LARGEST ADVERTISIMG AGENCY IN JAPAN WITH WORLDWIDE OFFICES. WE
MET, PRESENTED THE R.0.C.1. PLAN AMD THEY AGREED THAT COLLECTING
FUNDS FOR THE WORLDWIDE ADVENTURE WOULD TAKE SPECIAL IDEAS.

We AGREED TO MEET AGAIN IN JAPAN IN SEPTEMBER WHEN | RETURM TO
COMPLETE THE CERAMIC PROJECT, AT THAT TIME 1T 15 EXPECTED THAT
THEY WILL HAVE A REALISTIC PROFOSAL.

SErBu Museum: Yoswiakl Towo, cowtemeorary NumBer ONE PoET,
CRITIC AND GUEST CURATOR, HAS PROPOSED AMD INSTSTS THAT R.0.C.1.
BE THE INAUGURAL EXHIBITION OF THE NEW MUSEUM FOR COMTEMPORARY
WORK OMLY, HE STATES, JUST AS DUCHAMP WAS FOR THE OPENING OF
THEIR SECOND MUSEUM AT KARMIZAWA. SEIBU MAS, IN ANY CASE,
REQUESTED AN OPENING IN 1984,

Japan R.0.C.1."5 arTIsTIC coorDiMAToR 1S Fusiko Nakava, a
CREATIVE FO& ARTIST, WHOSE CURRENT ASSIGNMENT 15 A COMMISS|ON
FOR A FOG FOUNTAIN AT THE ImPErIaL PaLace 1w Tokvo, To BE

PLACED OUTSIDE THME EMPEROR'S BED®ROOM, Japaw R.O.C.[1. 1s
NEGOTIATING WITH THE JAPan-U.5. FRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATION FoR
FUNDING UP TO OME HUNDRED THOUSAMD DOLLARS, WHICH WILL BE USED
T0 BRING TRISHA Brown Dasce Compamy 1o Japan puriwe R.O.C.I.
EXHIBIT To PERFORM T.E. anp RR COLLABORATIONS AND RELATED PIECES.

-
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TI‘IE SUPPORT FOR THE GRAMT INCLUDES A PERSONAL STATEMENT FROM
SENATOR JAYITS, ITS FOUMDER.

RR PHOTOGRAPHED EXTENSIVELY IN JAPAN EVEM THOUGH 1T RAINED
EVERY DAY; AGAIN T.V.B., viDEOED ExpANSIVELY (NOT EDITED YET).

LOS ANGELES. Ausust 9-16, 1982: 1 Do FINE TUNING ON PROTOTYPE
CHiNA PAPER MILL WORK AT GEMINI. WE MEET L.A. DERTSU AT GEMINI
TO INFORM AND STIMULATE THEM, THE PROJECT 15 S0 MEW THEY KNEW
NOTHING ABOUT IT AND WERE CAUTIOUS AND PLEASED TO HAVE THE SAME
PERSOMAL PRESENTATION AS THEIR suPERIORS IN Japam. Douc Crismas
anD Powtus HuLTen ame ALERTED To Fimp R.0.C.[. seace 1N Los
AnGeLEs For JuLy-Ausust, 1984 (Duvmeics TiME). THE ALTERNATIVE
Museun of ConTemporary ART SPACE IN Los ANGELES MAS SINCE

BEEN LOCATED AND SECURED WITH FunDs From MOCA. Powtus was
AGREED TO AcCOMPANY Us To Russia wiTH BEaumours RUSSIAN TRANSLATOR
oN Ocroper 24, 1982 TO MEET WITH OFFICIAL PERSONS TO PRESENT
AND NEGOTIATE Russiam R.0.C.1.

MYC. Awvsust 16-2%, 1982: R.O.C.I1. MEETING WITH AVAILABLE
ADVISORS AT 381 LAFAYETTE 57T, DISCOVERED THAT NOTHING HAD
DEVELOPED IN WYL,

Frame Saumpers oF PHICIr MoRRIS HAS PROMISED TO ARBANGE A
MEETING WITH PHILIPPE DEMowTERELLO AND Bl LIBERMAN OF THE
METROPOLITAN Museum ofF ArRT AFTER Lagor Day. [T HAS BEEN SUGGESTED

K-
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THAT SEED MOMEY COULD COME FroM THE NATIOMAL EMDOWMEMTS FOR THE
HumaniTiEs. ProMeer |MDUSTRIES. wHOsE woiceé 15 MiLes Rusim
(PERSONALLY UNAVAILABLE) MAS RUMORED INTEREST., AND SINCE THEN
HAS BEEM COMTACTED FOR A MEETIMG SEPTEMBER 9,

RR awp Bior GoLostow, PRESIDENT oF UniversaL LimiTeD ArRT EniTiOns,
BECAUSE OF QUALITY AND URGENCY, ARE SEEKING PRIVATE FUNDIMG FOR
R.O.C.1. poOKS AND IN-LAWGUAGE cATALOGS, AL R.OLC.D. PuBLICATIONS

WILL BE DEDICATED TO THE LIFE OF THE LATE Tamva GEGEHII.H,

Marion JAVITS HAS INDEPEMDENTLY CONTACTED 0715 SAFES SUCCESSFULLY.

THEY REFORTEDLY SHOW A GREAT INTEREST IN (HIMA, FRAMCE AND GERMANY.
MARION HAS VOLUNTEERED TO ASSIST JooN HIGHTOWER TO WORK ON THIS
LOCALIZED BUDGET .

CAPTIVA ISLAND. Aveust 25, 1982: Fuoiko Nakava=-Japan R.O.C.1.--
CALLED FROM JAPAN OM RETURMIMG FROM A PERSONAL ART INSTALLATION
IH AUSTRALTA TODAY TO SAY THAT AUSTRALIA WANTS FIVE SIMULTANEOUS
EXHIBITS IN THE SPRIMG OF "BY,

My OWN PERSONAL COMMITMENTS IN THE ARTS outsipe R.O.C.1. incLupe:
THE COMPLETIOM OF THE CERAMICS IN JAPAM AND THE CHINA PHOTO COLLAGE
PROJECTS; A LATE OcToper ‘82 OPENING OF A SCULPTURE SHOW

EXHIBITING NEW WOHKS AT THE IMAUGURATION OF THE FLEIH Al:E GALLERY

1n Paris; A PROPOSED AFTERMOON NEw YEar's Eve "B2 TRIPLE OPEMING

IN NYC oF ThHE KABAL-AMERICAN-ZEPHYR SERIES OF OBJECTS AND WALLWORKS

For regearch purposes only. Do nof duplcate or pubish wilthout permession.
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AT SonMAREND'S (WeEsT Broapwny), AMERICAN PREMIER OF JArAH
CERAMICS AT CAsTELLI®S (MEsT BRoapway), anp WYC svOwING oOF
100-FooT CHIMA PHOTO ENSEMBLE AT CASTELLI'S (GrEEM 5T1.).

SPECIAL GUEST, FEBRuARY, 1983, AT InTERMATIONAL PAPERWORKS
CONFEREMCE, HOPEFULLY EMCOURAGING CHINA'S PARTICIPATION BY

THE IR SENDIMG REFRESENTATIVES IN CONHECTION WITH MY PRESENTATION
OF COLLABORATION IM WORLD'S OLDEST PAPER MILL.

A NEW THEATRIC COLLARORATION, RR with Trisua Broww amp Laumie
IUHII'EHEEI"I; SILKSCREEN WIND SURFING SAILS FOR SPECTAL EVENT FOR
OLYMPICS; TAKE TRIF THROUGH THE EVERGLADES ON A COMMISSIONED
COLLABORATION WITH MagJor1E SToNEman-DoucLas (92-vEarR-0LD POET ‘
LamEATE OF FLoripa) sponsomep BY THE CENTER For FINg Arts, Miami.

A QUICKENING OF THE cONTINUATION OF TME Quarter OF A MILE om
Two FupLoNGS PIECE POSSIBLY IN CONMECTION WITH AN ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION SHOW FOR AN IMPORTANT MATIONAL MUSEUM; PLUS VARIOUS
UPCOMING PERSOMAL CHARITABLE EVENTS AND OF COURSE, NEW WORE.

IT wouLD BE VERY HELPFUL IF THE PERFECT INTERNATLOMAL EXECUTIYE
SECRETARY APPEARED BY ANY VEHICLE. WE HAVE AM EXCITING JOE, A

BEAUTIFUL OFFICE AND 50 FAR ALL FUNDINGS MAVE COME FROM MY POCKET,
Bur wE ARE MOVING RIGHT ALONG. | REALIZE THAT THIS 15 PROBABLY
THE HOST DEMANDING AND EXPANSIVE ART PROJECT IN HISTORY, BUT

| AM CERTAIN IT CAN MAKE A CONCRETE CHANGE IN OUR ONE-TO-ONE
EX1STENHCE .

For res@arch purposes only Do not duplicate or publish wibio perrniaziiurl
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PEACE 15 MOT P':.lPULI'IH' BECAUSE IT 15 EQUATED WITH A STOPPAGE
OF AGGRESSIVE EMERGIES.

EMERGY HAS NO STAMDSTILL AND PEACE WILL HWEVER COME ABOUT
BY STOPPING.

STARTING A NEW USE, AGGRESSIVELY, OF OUR UMIQUE CURIOSITIES,
OUR TMPATIEMCE WITH 1GHNORANT CRUELTY, AMD ENCOURAGIMNG THE

MOST GEWEROUS PERSOHAL COMTRIBUTIONS WILL HAKE WAR A
SHAME OF [TSELF.

e Re—

RoBERT RAUSCHENBERG

For research purposes only £l duplicale or publish without parmission
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The Rauschenberg Overseas Culture Interchange....

....0ne Artist's Pilgrimage in Behalf of World Peace

For many artists, it is sufficient to gain, in one's lifetime, recognition
as a master and artist of consequence. For others, recognition is secondary to
other kinds of accomplishment., Robert Rauschenberg has enjoyed a special place
in the world of art for nearly thirty-five years. Yet today, at a time in his
career when his artistiec powers continue to expand, his respect for life and his
passion for cooperation, sharing and celebrating the human condition through world
peace has dictated for him a course of action that transcends conventional defini-
tions of artistic purpose.

Classical definitions and descriptions have never been applicable to Rauschen-
berg or his art. Rejecting artificial intellectual and elitist distinctions that
separate art and life, Rauschenberg's purpose is to release unifying forces which
make experience whole and worthwhile. In the same spirit, Rauschenberg rejects
the idea that humankind should be alienated and fractured by cultural and social
distinctions that tend to divide and separate humanity from itself. His art reveals
the unifying power in the differences that now divide us. Through his art we are
able to eradiecate barriers to understanding created by differences in language and
culture.

The Rauschenberg Overseas Culture Interchange is an exhibition conceived to
bring to the peoples of the world an opportunity to develop a new vision of them-
selves and their relationship to each other. During the next five years this
everchanging exhibition will travel to twenty countries presenting works produced
by Rauschenberg based on his personal odyssey to countries covering a broad geo-
graphical and cultural spectrum of differences.

Cooperation and collaboration are at the center of Rauschenberg's working
methodology. He continually seeks out and collaborates with local artists,
writers, performers, fabricators, printers and technicians. His art is the
unique product of a sharing with them of life's many offerings and opportunities.

The openness, integrity and respect characteristic of Rauschenberg's relation-
ships with his collaborators extends to his attitude toward the very materials used
in the making of his art. Each has its own special qualities to contribute. The
cardboard box is as respected as the water lily or the most exquisite temple for
all, in their diverse beauty, have a commonality in the fact that all can provide
service as materials for art. One image collaborates with another; paint merges
with the photographic image and found objects speak to us in a fresh way. Passions,
insights and life burst forth in an unpredictable dynamism of change. Art becomes
life,

As Oriental painting pays homage to the profoundness of Nature, Rauschenberg's
art expands the concept of Nature to include society's by-products which, in their
own way, evoke a sense of profundity when embraced by the artist's eye, mind, heart
and hand. Like Li Bai's poetry, Rauschenberg's art steps out of confining bound-
aries and delights us at a new level of comprehension. As the art of Qi Baishi
elevates common imagery to a high aesthetic level, revealing the beauty implicit
in common objects, so the art of Robert Rauschenberg reaches into the ordinary
world of things to work its magic for the soul.
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Rauschenberg's contact with the people of China and their rich traditions
has honed the incisiveness of his art. His work in 1982 at the Xuan paper mill
in Jing Xian in Anhui Province produced objects acclaimed for the exquisite
quality of the craft of the world's oldest paper mill and the high level of his
artistic achievement. The seventy sets of paperworks titled "Seven Characters"
and the 100-foot photographic piece titled "Chinese Summerhall" are prime examples
of the culture interchange concept in action. Reflecting the paradox of unique=
ness and similarity in all people, Rauschenberg images come together on a common
format of canvas, paper or space in a manner not unlike "ji jin" in traditional
Chinese art. Change is the only constant.

Literal descriptions of Rauschenberg's art are not particularly helpful in
grasping its artistic, social and human content. However, the following anecdote
may be useful in understanding the spirit and thrust of his life and work.

In 1972, during a three month collaboration at Graphicstudio at the University
of South Florida in Tampa, Florida, Rauschenberg was shocked to find that several
cardboard boxes, carefully selected for use in his art, had been removed from the
studio by university custodians. In their eyes, these objects were simply used
and useless boxes ready to be consigned to the garbage dump.

Undaunted, Rauschenberg and his collaborators rushed to the dump in search of
old friends, After all, he had already once saved these boxes from the trash
pile; another effort seemed in order and worthwhile. Under the watchful and amused
eyes of bulldozer operators at the dump, the Rauschenberg group probed the massive
mountain of cultural throwaways. Once more, Rauschenberg rescued these objects
from a fate of eternal oblivion, gave them new life and the work of making art
continued.

As we look at the panorama of Fauschenberg's art, we marvel at the many times
he has interrupted society's penchant for moments of thoughtlessness and waste.
Reclaiming that which we condemn and discard and giving us, through his art, one
more opportunity to experience important life and aesthetic values, Rauschenberg
has contributed much to enlargement of all human consciousness.

Rauschenberg's growth as an artist has been filled with challenge and risk.
He knows how easy it is to be misunderstood, But, for him, the pressing issues
of art, life, love and peace are too important not to be addressed directly with
courage, sensitivity and imagination, In a certain way, misunderstanding can lead
to a kind of enlightenment. Rauschenberg's art allows us to determine for ourselves
what it is we want to know. We are participants in the completion of a process
initiated by the artist at the moment of the making of his art. TIn the end, each
of us is personally responsible for what we permit ourselves to know.

The Rauschenberg Overseas Culture Interchange represents a natural extension
of lifelong concerns. It stands as eloquent testimony in behalf of Rauschenberg's
belief that differing cultural values, when exchanged through art, unleash potent
forces hospitable to international understanding and world peace. Powerful sym-—
bols freed of parochial meanings that isolate and divide people now present them—
selves as images which testify to the beauty, unity and wholeness of all life.

The works shown here do not represent the artist's view of the world, rather, they
offer a new means for the world to present itself to itself, Through his art,
Rauschenberg gives us perhaps a last opportunity to reclaim that which has been
lost among men...an opportunity to share the uniqueness and sameness of various
cultures within a framework of mutual caring, respect and dignity. We wish him
well in his ambitious pilgrimage in behalf of world peace.

Donald J. Saff
Distinguished Professor
University of South Florida
Tampa, Florida

August 16, 1985
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RAUSCHENBERG OVERSEAS CULTURE INTERCHANGE

The world tour exhibition of the art of Robert Rauschenberg is
dedicated to the concept that art is the most eloquent international
language that we have at our disposal and that the critical importance
‘for people to communicate may be accomplished through artistic means.
Art eradicates the barriers that language differences create.

The exhibition will travel through twenty countries on all con-
tinents, thereby representing various sociological differences. Though
variation is important and enriches the fabric of life, the brother-
hood of humankind makes us fundamentally related. Rauschenberg's
perceptions of an individual country will help foster understanding
by other countries by their experiencing his imagery, insights and
reactions. The exhibition will be Rauschenberg's response to the
beauty and character existing in dissimilar societies and is an effort
to share those sensibilities. Works will be produced in each country
in an attempt to capture the uniqueness of various cultures while
demonstrating the kinship that is an essential part of society.
Rauschenberg's aesthetic is devoted to this end.

Rauschenberg finds beauty in the relationship of disparate
objects. His art is not the art of a caste system. Images are with-
out hierarchy. He finds expressiveness, integrity, eloquence in
objects and imagery tﬁat would normally be overlooked as inconsequential
and elevates those images to a height of importance equal to objects
which are considered, by tradition, beautiful, Therefore, Rauschenberg
is imbuing value in everything and making us react to all aspects of

life in terms of new relationships and new experiences that ultimately
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add to the richness of our being. The cardboard box is as respected
as the water lily or most exquisite temple and all, in their diverse
beauty, have a commonality. That recognition is expressed in
Rauschenberg's art by placing disparate objects in the same context.
Rauschenberg appeals to viewers because he has shown us that all of
life is the material for art, thereby making the possibilities of art
an infinite creative process. Like Li Bai's poem, Rauschenberg is
willing to step out of confining boundaries so as to delight us with
experiencing a new order of comprehension.

| By Rauschenberg assembling his images as he does, the openness

| of the relationship and the integrity of the object allow viewers to

expand their own understanding of the inter-relatedness of the world,

its peoples, its objects. The viewer, therefore, participates in

making the art. The art is the collective essence of Nature. Oriental

painting pays homage to the profoundness of Nature. Rauschenberg

interprets the scope of Nature to encompass society's by-products

i which are, in turn, recycled as art. One does not analyze a Rauschen-
berg work image by image but one should allow the work to enter the
mind through the heart as one freely associates with it. The work iig,
at once, a celebration of life, a paradox of the uniqueness and simi-
larity of all people. Rauschenberg's images come together on a common
format of canvas, paper or sculpture like "jijin" in traditional
Chinese art; society shares the common format of concerns, passions
and ingsights. Life is unpredictable; art, in turn, must be unpredic-
table. Art, like life, is dynamic and always in a state of change;

Change is the only constant.
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Rauschenberg's work opposes elitism by honoring all aspects of
life as in the work of Qi Baishi whose art most strongly represents
this philosophy and who has catalyzed public education through the
visual image. Qi Baishi's work elevates common imagery to a high
aesthetic level by sensitizing us to the beauty implicit in common
objects. Our soul is the richer, more complete for these insights -
the magnitude of the essential beauty in all things. This can also
be said of Rauschenberg's art.

Learning is a celebration of life's offerings. The quality of
the artist's work grows through his various experiences. 1In the past,
Rauschenberg has traveled and collaborated in numerous countries which
include, amongst others, France, India, Japan and China. In the
summer of 1982, he worked at the Xuan Paper Mill in Jing Xian in
Anhui province. This project was exhibited internationally and
received great acclaim for the exquisite quality of the craft of
the mill and the high level of artistic achievement. The richness
of China's tradition has been a profound experience for Rauschenberg
and has aided the incisiveness of his art. The work of Rauschenberg
and the exhibition as an entity will metamorphize over the period of
the tour as the work grows and the viewer and artist evolve an under-
standing through artistic dialogue in the course of time. It is his
wish to share his experiences with other people of the world. To
travel through the world absorbing its offerings facilitates humanistic
expression through the truth of experience. Art must be a product of
experience and to understand the humanism of societal creation, one

must journey through society's accomplishments and Nature's wonders.
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Rauschenberg's working methodology is always a collaborative
process in a particular environment, a collaboration between artist,
printer, fabricator and technician. So it is with his work that one
image collaborates with another, paint is merged with photography,
technology, screen printing, found objects. A collaboration of
imagery is his aesthetic and a collaboration of countries is the

global concept of this culture interchange exhibition.

Donald J. Saff
Distinguished Professor
College of Fine Arts
University of South Florida
Tampa, Florida

| September 19, 1984
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