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The Sierra Club. founded in 1892 by John Muir. has
devoted Rself to the study and protection of the earth's
scenic and ecological resources — mountains, wetlands,
woodianas wild shores and rivers. deserts and piains,
fts publications are part of the nONProfit effort the Club
Carries on as a public trust. There are more than 50

For information about how you may participate in the
Club’s programs to enjoy and preserve wilderness and
the quaity of fife. please address inquiries to- Sierra
Club, 530 Bush Street. San Francisco, California 94108.

This calendar was printed In Raly by A Mondadorl.
Verona, italy. Distribution is by Charies Scribner's Sons.
507 Fifth Avenue. New York. New York 10017. Copy-
right © 1980 Sierra Club. All rights reserved. No part
of the contents of this calendar may be reproduced
without the consent of the pubiishers, Sierra Club ang

Chapters coast to coast. in Canaca. Hawall. and Alaska Charies Scribner's Sons

Cover: Lion (Leo /eo). Serengeti National Park. Tanzania. By George Schaller/Bruce Coleman. Inc

Astronomical information is given In Eastern Standard Time
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A Whale in Spring

Two humpback whales, the first | have seen off the Long
! Island coast in a decade, roll on the surface Just behind the
bar. The wind Is out of the northwest, and this day of late
winter Is cold, but already the ocean beaches carry a fine
stink of regeneration. In this offshore wind, the sea Is
smooth. The animals spout thinly in the clear cold light, and
the wind opens the spout In a silver fan on the horizon.
! The two humpbacks move slowly to the eastward, off
! Georgla Pond. Great whales were once so common here
that shore whaling was an Industry, but | have seen them on
the North Atlantic coast only a few times In my life, and
Just once In any numbers. In the early fiftles, | had run a
charter boat out of Montauk Point, and In the summer of
1959 | had this boat at Martha's Vineyard, where | got word
from a charter-boat captain salling out of Provincetown
that orca, or "kliller whales,” had appeared on the continen-
tal shelf north of Cape Race, twenty miles off the city of
Boston. | sailed for Provincetown the next day

The July day that followed was a fine one, with light fog
at sea illumined by warm sunrise, and a long oily swell
When the fog burned off, one could see petrels flickering a
mlle away. Rounding Cape Race, the boat had passed
schools of pilot whales, or blackfish, and south of the Stell-
wagon Bank the first humpback whales appeared: the only
other humpback | had seen in years had been a dead one
In the sea. under Gay Head. This species Is celebrated for
4 song that sounds like the sinking of the Ark and It is also
capable, in mating time. of white-cascading leaps Into the
air. but that day. as at Sagaponack, the humpbacks were
but dark lumps on the ocean surface, rising and falling in
mute anonymity.

Soon a few orca came In view, stirring the somnolence
of the soft morning Moving swiftly in long porpoiselike
arcs, they circled the boat, looking It over: at thirty-two
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feet. the boat seemed no bigger than the orca. The horizon
all around was empty, and the hot day was still. The orca's
rhythmic cleaving of the olly surface, the faint wash of
water as It rose and vanished, and the cavernous breathing,
like a glant blowing into a huge flagon, made the ocean
sllence something to be feared. |

The finback was not expected—there were three The
finback Is one of the great whales, and as the boat drew
closer, It was clear that these brown graceful creatures
were fifty feet in length at |east, perhaps much more. Throw-
Ing the engine Into neutral. | ran forward to the harpoon
stand. The nearest whale was sounding. and as the boat
coasted down upon it, the sea poured off that gleaming
back, and the tiny dorsal sparkled in the sun Anaother fin-
back breathed far off, a long, strange whistle, and this
oneé sank away without a sound Eighteen years ago. the
offshore waters were still clear, and for a little while a white
fmass could be seen, perhaps forty feet below—the great
whale was upside down or on its side

On another day of early spring. a Sagaponack neighbor
brought a fish into my yard that had turned up in his haul
seine Just that morning. For several years, | had hauled
seine on the beach, and this man had done so for much
longer. and nelther of us had ever seen this beautiful silver
fish, ten pounds or better, that he heid before him in both
hands in Instinctive ceremony. | turned away to go fetch
my book of fishes. then turned back . it was not the arrange-
ment of its fins but a sudden pang of intultion that told me
what it was. Like the whales, the great Atlantic salmon has
been reduced to remnants, to be wondered at In the coid
spring sun like emblems from man's past

Peter Matthlessen
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ricanus) in Olymplc Natlonal Park, Washington. By Beth Eldridge
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Baby green sea turtle (Chelonia mydas) heading for the Pacific. Maruata. Michoacan. Mexico. By C. Allan Morgan.
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Long-talled weasel (Mustela frenata) In winter pelage, Adirondack Mountains, New York. By Bruce D. Thomas
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Northern elephant seal (iMirounga angustirostris), Ano Nuevo State Reserve, Californla. By James Chapman
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Whitetall tawn (Odocoileus virg/nianus) near Stockbridge, Michigan. By Richard Zigler.
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Screech owls (Ofus asio), Romoland, California. By Rick Kine.
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Carlbou bulls (Rangifer caribou), Mount McKinley National Park, Alaska. By Beth Eldridge
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Eastern brown pelican (Pelecanus occidentalis), Everglades National Park. Florida By Manuel A. Rodrigue
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King penguins (Aptenodytes patagonicus). Antarctica. By Jen and Des Bartiett/Bruce Coleman. Inc
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