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Ski Touring in the High Sierra, near Mammoth on Sherwin Plateau, California. By Galen Rowell
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The attraction lies in the memory of those rare moments e I
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of intellectual ecstasy which occur perhaps on a mountain J.( L oA
summit, perhaps on a glacier at dawn or in a lonely - R
mountain bivouac. .. Such exaltation of feeling is achieved \ ) (‘\.{
it
more olten.. by the mind of the creative artist, but for i -
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We must imagine...voiceless eons spent in the silent wear
of ice and wind. ..an emptiness of time that can be matched
only by the emptiness of space; ages explored only by the
dark wind that must always have been there; silence
broken only by the occasional clatter of a rock...or the wet
hiss of an afternoon avalanche.

—David Roberts,
The Mountain of My Fear
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Alkali cakes, Mesquite Flat Dunes, Death Valley National Monument, California. By David Muench
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Water, water, water. ... There is no shortage of water in the 3
desert, but exactly the right amount, a perfect ratio of water 2 f/ o) /1%y
to rock, of water to sand, insuring that wide, free, open T @ \a( (8
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Himalchuli, Nepal. By ill Henderson.
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It was like being in another world; the mountains seemed Ny
less a part of this planet than an entirely independent ‘:‘ 55 K
kingdom, unique and mysterious, where, to venture forth, P ‘
all that was needed was the will and the love. ( j
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Bird Woman Falls, Glacier National Park, Montana. By David Muench.
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I used to envy the father of our race, dwelling in the

newmade plants and fields of Eden, but I do so no more, for &S
I, too, live in Creation’s Dawn. The morning stars still

sing together and the Earth, not yet half made, grows more
beautiful every day.

e

—John Muir
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Basalt Columns. By Ed Cooper.
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It’s absolutely essential that man. ..should leave a margin,
a sanctuary, where some of life's bc. wuty can take refuge
and where he himself can feel safe from his own cleverness

—Romain Gary,
The Roots of Heaven
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Chimney Rock, Idaho. ﬁ\ Ed Cooper.
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Always and everywhere [ have seen men attach themselves

more stubbornly to barren lands than to any other. Men

will die for a calcined, leafless, stony mountain.

—Antoine de Saint-Exupéry,

Wind, Sand, and Stars
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onte, Great Smoky Mountains National Park, North Carolina. By W illiam A. Bake
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ummit of Half Dome, Yosemite National Park, California. By Galen Rowell
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As [ hammered in the last bolt and staggered over the rim,
it was not at all clear to me who was the conqueror and
who was conquered: I do recall the El Cap seemed to be in
much better condition than 1 was
—Warren Harding,
The Vertical World of Yosemite
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If there is magic on this planet, it is contained in water.
—Loren Eiseley,
The Immense Journey
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Autumn Flow, Las Tampas Creek, Pecos Wildeess New Me\i‘co By b*\\ i;i Muench.
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Queens River Rain Forest, Olympic National Park, Washington. By Larry Ulrich
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What I had experienced was a symphony of the wilderness
Those who never learned to walk will never know its
beauty. Only those who choose to get lost in it, cutting all

ties with civilization, can know what I mean. Only those
who return to the elemental world can know ... man's

essential umty with it

— Justice William O. Douglas
My Wilderness, the Pacific West
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1gh unnumbered seasons,

chose for a tool, not the earthquake nor
asunder, not the stormy torrent
snowflakes, noiselessly
the offspring of the
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